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HOSPITALS � SECURITY GUARDS 

426. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the state of security in Western Australian public hospitals and to code black situations in particular. 

(1) Is it not true that penalty rates are no longer being paid to security guards and that relief arrangements 
have been amended to cut costs? 

(2) Is it also true that hospital service assistants are no longer able to assist in code black situations as a 
result of unresolved staffing and legal issues? 

(3) If yes to (2), does the minister accept that he must hire additional security staff to ensure that there is 
adequate staffing to respond to code black situations? 

(4) Can the minister guarantee our hospital workers that he will provide them with a safe working 
environment, even though the minister has attacked the conditions and the number of staff charged with 
the responsibility for protecting them? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)-(4) I thank the member for some notice of this question. It would have been of more assistance if I had had 

an opportunity to look into it in more detail. The reality is that we are very concerned about the security 
of all of our staff. It does not matter whether it is a code black situation or some poor nurse working in a 
mental health unit who is attacked, as occurred during the time of the previous government. The 
security of our nurses is critical. I visited Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital with the Premier to see what is 
being done with the money that the government is spending at that hospital, but which the previous 
government did not spend. The Premier was particularly concerned about the security of the nursing 
staff, and the access of patients to the staff at the front end of that hospital, and making sure there was 
adequate security. I was recently at Wyndham District Hospital and was very disturbed to find that the 
nurses at that hospital have been complaining for a long time about the lack of adequate security. 
People who were often intoxicated were bashing on the front door, but the video camera, which allows 
staff to see who is at the door and whether it is a seriously injured person, has been damaged for a long 
time and has not been repaired. I am extremely concerned about security. I have no knowledge of any 
workers who provide security having their hours reduced, and I frankly doubt very much whether that is 
the case. Given that the member has raised the issue, but has not given me the opportunity to investigate 
it, I give a commitment to him that I will investigate the matter and report back to Parliament and make 
sure that the security is adequate, because it is a very high priority of this government.  

 


